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Lucy Orta: The artist
as enabler

Nikos Papastergiadis

A trained Teahion deagnar and an instgator of the first Masters
program 10 promote socially motivated design, British=born Lucy
Oria has worked predominantly oo the contemparary art sphere lor
tha lazt two docades. Along wih her 2olo practics, since 1881 aha
has angaged i collaboratve artigtic work with har Angentina-born
nusband. Jorge Chria T:‘!FE'I"‘."T thay employ a range of 1achnigqups
from sculpture to light projeciien. as weil as staging ephomera
rtarventions, parlormances and warkshops fecusing on socially
angaged and angagng concepls, Un the dve of parbicipaimg in the
Agalaida Fastival's visual ans program, Adelaida International
200 Apari, we ara together’, Lucy Oria spoke with Nikos
Papasiorgiadis about creative choin reactions and changing tha
widfld &na masl a1 & Lima

Mikos Pa pastergiades: You bagan wour canger an fashion; what
made you cross owver intg the visual ans?

Lucy Orta: | studied Lashion-toxtilo design at Mottingham Trant
Uninvarasty 8nd | workad a5 & succadelful dazigner 1af vanous
brands in Fares for anound ten years, out this Tast indusiry caresar
Wiks Saparate yol parallal 1o my davsloapmani as an artist, wiich
took place gradually aftor meating and working closely with Jorge
Frustrated by the lack of a socal or political agenda within
the fashian world | joined Jorga's callactve in his Bastidla siwden.
Ad well ag Jorge's socially motvaied procasses ant ouicomas.

I 'wiges enfarasiad o 1he adagogsc dimension of his artistic
practica. This plavad an imporiant eoba in ey sarky inbellestual
and artistc devalopmieni

Th birst sculptunes | realised, the "Refugs YWear”™ senies, wars
concaned 4% Iemporary mobile shaliers and ook the Tarm of 18013,

bivouacs and gleeping bags — a cress batwean conceptual and sami-

funictianing habitals for nomadic situations. My knowlodge as a
designer led me 10 axplode 1he new charactenstics ol labric

mambranes and the ravalutionany developmants 1hat had 1aken
place in syrmihatic iboas and 1extilé manulactuning. This apened up
an mnfinite held o mataral ressarch, lar moss sdvancad than o tha
commarcisl faghion industry. | was interestad in the ‘injelligent”
taatiles revolution, which aliowad & more concopiual approach 1o
fashion dasign and a diakegua abowt 4 naw SoCig-Communicative
role of clathing

ME: What = the difforance batwosn 1he sesthale possibilities!

L | dan't think we ehould Ioak a1 differance thromgh sesthetics
Wi can talk about ihe ditferances of approach 1o the conceptsn o
BN W0, WiTEDy @ insheon cossgnar laKkes inio accound 1he
emancipation of tha body and the changing identity, the history of
drdEs, Thit avalulian o 1exh |68 &nd matedals, tho divebapment af tha
cut, tha method of construction, and %o an, A fashion artefact will
avolve gul of 1his embedded knowledge and the wish 19 inndwake

50 wa could say 1he artstic approach follews the same plane and
ayalves out of tha degins (o push the boundanes of presiois artistic
mpulsas. Howasar, in tha visual arts we do not hawve clhants 10
clpase 50 we arg fres 19 guastion NpShces I gur Socsaly withoul
having 1o warry about whether our pofitical actions might have a
negatres Bl oA & COMpany’s sRang value, Our forms are non-
restrictie, = this aliows latiude 1or exprassion: parfonmance.
sCulpture, iInstailation, video, and 3o o

One sxample of cur overtly political workcs is Felgah, 2004-07
which ook tha form ol a protast against the war in frag. T included a
Lilent poriorman o by Lty volunbears waanng sirnking combal suits
al thie Vicioria and Allser! Moeseum in London. YWe siood standing M
spargl hours throughout the mugsem galloaries in collecten
maditalion for the victime and offering a prayoer for the future of tha
citizans. This Iravallsd o the stredts of Prague a couple of yoars later
A% & sacond attempl 10 brong about & public CoN3CIOUSHESS
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